
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: In Depth: “A Summer at the Movies” is the name of our current sermon series, which has been 
designed to encourage us to examine God’s Truth as revealed in the Bible and as experienced on the Big 
Screen. Today’s sermon, “Why Not?” is the third in the series and has been inspired by the 2011 comedy-
drama “We Bought A Zoo.”  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday: 
      9:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship
    10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
    11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship
      5:00 p.m.  Youth Mini Golf-Playfaire
Monday:       
       7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts  
Wednesday:
      7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
Thursday:
    12:00 p.m. Senior Adult Lunch and Games             

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: A Summer at 
the Movies
continues 

next Sunday 
with...

Connections: Faith and Art 
     The current art exhibit has surprised us all. When I saw the 
pictures and read about the artist’s technique and background I 
was excited, but I feared that it would not connect well with our 
congregation. After all, what does Japanese art have to do with 
Aldersgate? Toward the end of the school year, a couple from 
Japan brought their daughter to Aldersgate Academy. After the 
art was hung, the husband called the Academy and expressed how 
meaningful this exhibit was to his wife, who was really missing 
home. The art assured her that even though she is so far from 
home, God is with her. 
    This show has also attracted a few women’s Bible study groups 
who have members from Japan. It has been so fun to meet these 
people, hear their stories and see their excitement about seeing 
Christian, Japanese art. All of these experiences reminded me of 

what Pastor Steve tells us all the time: “God is always speaking.” God speaks through the beautiful music, 
our pastors’ sermons, Sunday School lessons, conversations with friends and through the art on our walls. 
This show will be up for a few more weeks, so be sure to check it out! — Jessica Watson



     During this past week, our middle schoolers 
embarked on our annual Mystery Ramble. The 
group headed to the Metroplex for a time of 
fellowship, discipleship and service. The students 
jumped at a trampoline park, saw incredible 
marine wildlife at the Dallas World Aquarium 
and kept cool at Six Flags Hurricane Harbor. 
Since our ramble is never complete without a 
service project, we teamed up with the Forney 
Food Pantry to help feed the hungry. The hard 
work and selfless, caring attitudes our students 
displayed were incredible. I am so proud of them!
     Next up is Camp Eagle, during July 1-4. Spots are 
filling up and you definitely do not want to miss this amazing opportunity to grow in your relationship with 
God. The last day to sign up is Sunday, June 26. Contact me at (325) 370-5223 or youth@aldersgateabilene.
org if you have questions about signing up or about Camp Eagle.
    Our mission trip for students in High School is quickly approaching. The deadline to sign up is Wednesday, 
July 6. If you have questions about this trip, please let me know.
   Summer in the Aldersgate Youth program is off to an awesome start, and I’m looking forward to everything 
God has in store for these students! — Daniel Mathis

Youth: Mystery Ramble and Exciting Summer Events

Bowie: 2016-2017 Volunteer Opportunities
     School may be out for the summer, but there is much work to be done for next year! That’s why every year 
during the week after school lets out for the summer, I meet with the counselor of Bowie Elementary School 
and a handful of volunteers to begin planning for the upcoming year. So, while it may seem a little early, 
I wanted to make sure that you all know about the many opportunities you will have to serve our friends 
at Bowie. Plans already are in the works for a back-to-school breakfast for the teachers and staff, a meet-
the-teacher picnic for the families, a prayer walk before the school year starts, parent meetings, Christmas 

presents for Bowie families, teacher appreciation 
efforts, 5th Grade Reward Parties throughout the year, 
an end-of-the-year picnic and festival, and so much 
more! Don’t worry, I’ll remind you as the times draw 
nearer, but feel free to contact me (at amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org or (325) 660-5017) at any time if 
you are interested in becoming more involved in this 
area of our mission field. It is never too early to turn 
our thoughts and our prayers to the teachers, staff, 
students and families of our neighborhood elementary 
school. It’s going to be a great year for Bowie and 
Aldersgate! — Amy Wilson Feltz



A SUMMER AT THE MOVIES: Why Not? from We Bought a Zoo
Romans 8:31-39
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Why?

Who can be against us? (Romans 8)

20 Seconds of Courage

Well Done (Matthew 25)

Why Not?



     During the summer months, our college ministry slows down
quite a bit, so I thought I would update you on what some of our 
students are doing with their summer breaks. Many of you know 
Jack Payne, who will enter his final semester in the fall to finish 
his degree in Christian Ministries at McMurry University. He then 
plans to attend Chicago Theological Seminary in 2017. For the 
past two years, Jack has served as the youth director at St. James 
UMC and on the Religious Life leadership team at McMurry. 
He also participates in our college ministry. During the past two 
summers, Jack has traveled with Aldersgate to Panama, in addition 
to the many trips he has taken with McMurry to India, Haiti and 
Zimbabwe. 

   This summer Jack will participate in multiple missional trips while also leading the youth ministry at St. 
James. This week, under Jack’s leadership, a team from St. James left Abilene for a mission trip to Paraguay, 
where they will partner with United Methodist missionaries. A few days after his return home, Jack will 
leave Abilene for India with a team from McMurry. 
    I hope you will join me in praying for Jack this summer as he travels to new places in the world and meets 
people of completely different cultures. Let us pray that God would use Jack as a means of grace to the 
people he meets as well as the people with whom he serves. Let us also pray that through these trips, God 
might impress further clarity, awareness, perspective and love upon Jack.  — Kyle Watson

College Ministry: Summer Spotlight - Jack Payne

Children’s Ministry:  Art Night a Success! 
     The children had a great time creating beautiful works of art this past week. We read stories about how 
God made each of us unique and how we all have special abilities. Most importantly, we talked about how 
God loves us because he made us, not because of anything we have done or could do. People will always 
want to judge us by our abilities, but if we remember that we are God’s children and that God loves us deeply, 
what other people think will matter less. 
      Each child then created a self portrait. 
The preschoolers made a collage; the younger 
elementary kids did a watercolor. The older 
elementary children did pencil and crayon 
drawings. Some older children did not finish 
their portrait, so they took them home to 
complete. A few could not attend art night, so 
supplies we sent home to them. All supplies 
must be returned to me by next Sunday, June 
26. 
     I hope you will all enjoy these beautiful 
works of art when they hang in our church 
hallway in the fall. — Alayna Brooks



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.
Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Rosalee Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala
Charles Dortch

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston
Judy English
Charles Myrick

Presence                              6.12.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $6,924.11
Received This Month-to-Date = $28,365.83
Received Year-to-Date = $352,786.66
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $38,312.00
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $23,744.96

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Kay Burkhart
Billy & Jennifer Butler
Mary Meadows

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 166
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 169

Total Worship Service Attendance = 335
Sunday School = 180



In the Word
                           by Pastor Steve 

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

June 19: 
June 20:
June 21:
June 22:
June 23:
June 24:
June 25:

  Daily Readings
Jeremiah 10-13, Psalm 16
Jeremiah 14-17, Psalm 17
Jeremiah 18-22, Psalm 18
Jeremiah 23-25, Psalm 19
Jeremiah 26-29, Psalm 20
Jeremiah 30-32, Psalm 21
Jeremiah 33-36, Psalm 22

     Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven.  Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and 

in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many 
miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from 
me, you evildoers.’ — Matthew 7:21-23                               
     Even a cursory reading of the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 
5-7) can leave a person feeling stunned and a bit overwhelmed. I 
mean, is Jesus really serious when he says to love our enemies (5:44), 
turn the other cheek (5:39), and stop worrying (6:25)? While these 
words certainly challenge and stretch us in our discipleship and 
understanding of God, perhaps the most alarming passage of the 
sermon is the passage above. Clearly, Jesus is saying that people can 
do amazing things for God without knowing and being in God, and 
to those he says, “away from me,”…Yikes!
       Just for a moment, reflect of the differences between the following 
two phrases from my mentor, Dr. Bob Mulholland:

                       Being in the world for God 
                                           and 
                       Being in God for the world

       Notice the place of God in both phrases. The first phrase seems 
to reflect what is going on the in the passage above. Closeness and 
intimacy with God is secondary to acts of service in the world. In the 
second phrase, being rooted in and connected with God is primary 
with serving the world as an outflow of our knowing God.  
    Knowing God and being shaped by God’s love, God’s ways, 
and God’s character is the necessary environment where true and 
authentic service can and must flow into the world. Our being in 
God through prayer, worship, reading scripture, times of solitude, 
study, fellowship, fasting, etc., becomes that place, the Christ-in-
me place, those means of grace, in which we are given the right 
narratives of God so that we can truly bless others the right way and 
with the right motives in the world. God heals and restores the world 
(body and soul) through us! Allowing God regularly to touch our 
souls paves the way for the world to experience further healing and 
wholeness. Being in God and serving the world both matter, but so 
does the order. Grace and Peace!       


